
Mariel McConkey
May 28, 1941 - January 20, 2013

MARIEL McCONKEYLove of family, faith in God, and a firm belief in personal
responsibility were among the values of Mariel McConkey who died Sunday,
January 20, 2013 at age 71. She passed away surrounded by her family, in
the Albuquerque home where she had lived for 39 years with her husband,
Mike T. McConkey. Born Susan Mariel Wellborn on May 28, 1941, she was
raised in Tucumcari, NM, the daughter of the late Robert and Agnes Wellborn.
She completed high school in 1959, and held degrees in biology and teaching
from the University of New Mexico. A highly principled woman, Mariel took
great pride in her life’s work – caring for her husband and family. She married
Mike on November 25, 1965, and the two built a partnership that included
their son, Eric, active involvement in the community, and 46 years of marriage.
Mariel’s commitment to family extended to her role as daughter, demonstrated
by several years of caregiving for her late mother. She was also a generous,
fun-loving, and occasionally sharp-tongued aunt to an often rambunctious
crew of nephews and nieces. She held high standards for all the children in
her life – and they knew it. Mariel held high stands for herself as well. A
gracious, good mannered woman who was smart enough to speak her mind
without ever uttering a swear word, Mariel’s family noted that she could be
assertive in the gentlest possible way. She treated people with respect, and
expected others to be respectful in return. She held strong political views,
knew what she believed plus why she believed it, and never missed an
election. At the same time, Mariel was a lover of wildlife, who enjoyed bird-



watching and animals. She was also an accomplished musician and vocalist;
she played the banjo, ukulele, piano, and hand bells. She rang in her church
bell choir and sang in the choir before that. She was also a valued member of
the PEO sisterhood, volunteering her time for nearly 20 years and also
serving as the Historian of PEO Chapter S. Mariel was, unquestionably, a
formidable bridge player and she enjoyed many an hour with her bridge group
who were like a second family to her. Known for her courage, Mariel was also
a 25-year cancer survivor. In the later years of her life, she lived with
considerable health challenges, but she never complained. She did not want
people feeling sorry for her, nor did she want to be a burden. She died, much
as she lived, with courage and dignity. She is survived by her beloved
husband, Mike; her son, Eric; two grandchildren; two brothers, Robert and
Donald Wellborn; and several nieces and nephews. Mariel’s life, vitality, and
principles will be celebrated at a Memorial Service on Saturday, January 26,
2013, 10:30 a.m., at Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 8600
Academy Rd. NE.
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Gary Wolz - January 26, 2013 at 12:00 AM

My thoughts, prayers, and condolences to all.

Donna Brown - January 26, 2013 at 12:00 AM

I will miss my dear friend Mariel. She was a true example of the
woman of great worth described in Proverbs 31 as "Mrs. Far Above
Rubies." J O and I send our deepest sympathy to Mike and Eric and
all of the extended family members.

Morrie & Vicki Bakker - January 25, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Mike and Eric,We send our deepest sympathy to you at this
time.May the God of all comfort bring you strength and peace in the
days ahead.

Don & Ginny Coates - January 25, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Our heartfelt thoughts and prayers are with Mike and Eric. We know
that Mariel was a blessing to both of you as a wife and mother.
Know that she aslo blessed countless others including us a friend.
We remember so fondly the many times we shared with Mariel
whether in Albuquerque, Colorado, or Texas.

Elton & Dorothy Nelson - January 25, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Heartfelt condolences Mike and Eric
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Herman and Frances Santillanes - January 24, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Dear Mike and Eric,Our deepest sympathy. May God comfort you in
the difficult days ahead.

Marilyn Kraft - January 23, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Mike, I was deeply saddened to hear of Mariel's passing. I know the
past few years have been difficult for her. I so enjoyed knowing her
at P.E.O. and remember fondly our trip to China. Mariel was a lady
and it certainly is reflected in the beautiful obituary. I am sorry I will
not be able to attend her memorial on Saturday but know that I am
there in spirit. God bless you and your family at this very sad time
and give you some peace.

Tom & Kelly Modisett - January 23, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Mike, we are so sorry for your loss. Please let me know if there is
anything we can do.

Virgil & Della Scott - January 23, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Heartfelt Condolences Mike and EricOur thoughts and prayers are
with you.

Marvin and Jean Call - January 23, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Our heartfelt condolences to the McConkey family. We have happy
memories when we were neighbors. May God be especially close to
you at this time.
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Suzanne Engman - January 22, 2013 at 12:00 AM

On behalf of the French Family of Companies, we express our
deepest condolences.


