Donaciano "Don" Manuel
"Junior" Vigil
May 10, 1930 - October 5, 2014

Born May 10, 1930, passed into our Lord’s care October 5, 2014 after an
extended illness. Don was preceded in death by his parents, Donaciano Vigil
and Clara Maria Quintana Vigil; his sisters, Margaret Wakefield and Dorothy
Solano; and his brother, Raymond Vigil. He is survived by his wife, Etsuko
Miki Vigil; his children, Rita Wiltberger and her fiancée, David Sole; Veronica
(Richard) Gaugler; Gloria (Steve) Blacketer; Teresa (Vern) Reineking; and
Donaciano (Mary) Vigil; sisters, Josephine Kinard and Rose Johnston; and
brothers, Floyd (Hyocha) Vigil and Dale (Chaning) Vigil; many nephews,
nieces, great nephews and nieces and grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Don grew up in Springer, NM and joined the AT&SF railroad at an early age.
He then enlisted in the army in 1950 and became part of the occupation army
of Japan, where he met his wife, Etsuko, prior to being relocated to fight in the
Korean War. Don was in the 1st Calvary, and part of the Pusan Perimeter in
the winter of 1950, where he received one of many Purple Heart citations. He
left the army in 1955, and promptly reenlisted, where he became part of the
101st Airborne and became one of the first Green Berets (Special Operations
Group). He served four tours of duty in Vietnam with distinction and retired
with the rank of Master Sergeant. Upon retirement, graduted from El Camino
College with a degree in Criminal Justice. He worked for the DMV, and then
head of security for Northrup Electronics Divison, US Post Office in Los
Angeles as head of the Northern Division until he retired a second time, this
time to Albuquerque, NM, where he and Etsuko had a house built. It was there



they lived until a few years ago, when medical issues brought them back to
Torrance, CA, where he passed. Don loved the outdoors; hunting, fishing,
motorcycling, camping and hiking. He especially loved hunting in Mills Canyon
and fishing, camping and bear watching at the Gravel Pit in Cimarron Canyon.
He always loved his home state, but mostly, he loved his family. He was proud
of each and every relative and he gave his all to take care of everyone. In
California a viewing for Don will occur in Torrance at Rice Mortuary on
Saturday, October 11, 2014, 2:00 p.m. In Albuquerque a Rosary will be recited
Sunday, October 19, 2014, 5:00 p.m. at FRENCH — Lomas with Visitation one
hour prior. A Funeral Mass for Don will be Monday, October 20, 2014, 9:00
a.m. at The Shrine of St. Bernadette, 11401 Indian School Road NE.
Interment to follow at the Santa Fe National Cemetery at 12:45 p.m.
Donations in his honor may be made to the David Westphall Veterans
Foundation, in support of the NM Vietnam Veterans Memorial State Park, ww
w.viethamveteransmemorial.org, of which he was a frequent visitor.



Cemetery Details

Santa Fe National Cemetery

501 N. Guadalupe St.
NM 87504

Previous Events
Visitation

OCT 19. 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM (MT)

FRENCH Funerals - Cremations (Lomas)
10500 Lomas Blvd NE

Albuquerque, NM 87112

(505) 275-3500
https://www.FrenchFunerals.com

Rosary

OCT 19. 5:00 PM (MT)

FRENCH Funerals - Cremations (Lomas)
10500 Lomas Blvd NE

Albuquerque, NM 87112

(505) 275-3500
https://www.FrenchFunerals.com


https://www.frenchfunerals.com/
https://www.frenchfunerals.com/

Funeral Mass

OCT 20. 9:00 AM (MT)

The Shrine of St. Bernadette Catholic Church
11401 Indian School Road NE
Albuquerque, AK



Tribute Wall

To Etsuko, and all the Family of Don Vigil:

We Wish to express our Deepest Condolences as you bury your
most precious gift of life. Your dad was extremely close to his
cousin, Helen Quintana; which is Richard's mother. They used to
come visit us when in Springer, NM. May My Dear Lord Bless You
All At This time and Always. Give Our Love Kisses and Hugs To
Your Beautiful Mother.

Sincerely Yours

Your Cousins Richard and Margaret Quintana

P.O. Box 3494

Las Vegas, NM 87701

Margaret Quintana - October 22, 2014 at 12:09 PM
On behalf of the FRENCH Family of Companies we want to express
to you our deepest condolences.

Richard Stewart - October 10, 2014 at 01:45 PM



